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- If {t 1s not too late by the time this edition gets distributed happy new
year to all members and a special welccme to associate members who are now
Joining in some numbers . oy '

In the past flewsletters mainly consisted of articles by members and for
this reason we have decided to publish .these in a Journal that will also
contain updated society news. The frequency of Journals depends on several
factars not the least of which 1s a growing renbership. This means our
present production arrangements with Tony Hammeond will need to be reviewed
and comsideration given to printing Journals.Fo doubt this will have been
debated at the A.G.M due to be held in Februarybut if membership grows so
will the problem of trying to produce large numbers of TJourpals on a
photocopier. As ever I have to record thanks to Tony for his assistance and
use of facilities in producing this JOURNAL.

Dave Smith

CARBCYH DATIFG

Since carben dating figures so prominently ip th
workings a note about how the car
Coemic radiation from outer space N o
so doirg converting a proportion of the atuospheric Nit i
Carbon 14.The rate of radio active decay back toc stable Carbon 12 is known
thus the fixing of Carbon by plants provides whoes  time of
incorporation can be read by analysing the ratig of'C te'c. What ths charcoal
dating tells us is the time the original Carbon was fixed which to all intents
and purposes corresponds to when the wcod was burnt,

The method works well but in about 1967 {t was realised that dates older the
about 1000 BC became inaccurate. This came about threuzgh the sclence of
Dendrochronology which uses tree growth rings to establish a past calendarand
it became possible to sample Carbon from a particullar growth ring whoes
absolute date was already known. It became clear that past fluctuations in
cosmic radiation had prodused correspending variations in atm::pheric“C.Clearly
this meat inaccuracies were introduced but since these can ncw be quantified a
calibration chart is used to correct results ard give fairly reliable readings.
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NEVS & NOTES
1086 HIGHLIGHTS

We ended the year with the standing and reputaticn of GOES at an all time
high. This came about in severa1 ways -and the first event of note was the

official launch of Don Smitks book at the Llapdudno library. Thiz Jdid much +to
enhance the reputation of the society and att as:":.ed media attention regarding
the proposed fourist mine details of which ere released at the sane
timeGeneraly the proposals were well l‘eceived with Llittle cpposition axcapt
tor Council concern about vehicular traffic on tha Orme. At one stage it locked
as though this would produce a long delay in obtaining planning parolssion but

the issue was resolved later in the year.
The display mounted for ths Bxtraveganza was the most suncesaful aver with

much interest in the Societies work., We also raised a resord anpount of nonaey
through saltes of Yewzletiers photos eto, and of course Donz bank., I said in

reporting the launchk of the bock in an e
enthusiasm would be missed while he wa
under  estimated Don  and  anybedy read!

apn*mcmte Lcrﬂ th:- rang¢ o material he

e

:is;ln and in ‘ts
oup being prominant
2xtensive Br anze Age working was carried
obtained from below surtace workings bDu .
cbtained a surface sample in the Vivians area. This sample further conf
what has beer found below surtace and the oldest Carbon date stands at 150080
Much favourable publ'u‘* y in local and national press occured ranging from
gensral items on the discoveriess and the tourlst mine to papers published in
Journals such as Archr—*ﬂlm v Today and Vindow on Wales etc. Much of the latter
was the results of th— Early Mines Group ife Messrs Dutton Lewis and
Jenkins.Andy Lewis also presented a paper to the Early Mines Workshcp held at
Flas Tan y Bwlch in November. During the year visitors to the mines included
Wynn Roberts MP,Tom Parry, Phil Smith, Chris Jowetband severzl other aroups
h%e given tripe, These included Crewe Mountalnesring ans Caving olub,
Shropshire Cave and Nine Exploration Soclety. The latter visit resulted in Andy
Lewis being invited to the groups annual dinner for which he had to sive
atter dinmer talk, The West Cumbrian Mines Research Group alzo visited and
i
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pr‘ovmed a laboratory analysis of Bitumen obtainsd during their trip.Fros
this result Don Smithse Dragons have become nmuck more plavsable, & further
notavle visit was by a group from Lancaster University who carried out an
exercise in under ground radio location which - with pin point accuracy
located the near surface workings to the east of the summit road. :

else where dn this edition another notable evant was the fire setting
experiment held on the Orme in Qotober.A emall 19th century surface
located abave the Narine Drive was uvsed . The results excesded most veo
expectations.

There is every reason bo belleve that the standing of GOES will costinue to
paprove during 1990, This year sbould ses a nmodest opening of the tourist mine

and no doubt this will attragt mucsh local attention.




To round oi7 it is appropriate te record thanks to Barry and his wife for the
splendid Christmas dinner for which there was a record attendance., I for one
will be sorry if our growing member ship means The Wed';rarfrﬁﬂd cannot cater for
future functions. A final note is that Huw Tudno was absent from most corf our
meetings and events through ill health and all members will wishk to join in
hoping that 1990 wili be a better year and that we shall ses more of him.

It is also pleasing to record that Les Smith is now fully recovered from his
accident injuries. I suppose it goes fo show just how tough these Brumies ars.

Az expscted Ive been totally u

S Iy I ) oA
ptherwize contribute o the propesed infomztion shests . lte Ffive months o the
extravaganza with its i !
list of subject areas . @ 7
ming,Gectogy of the Ormelmelting Teshnolopies Minerzliseation on Oreat Ormes
Head Mine Nachinery Bronzs Aze #lning and Folk Law,
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al revolution owed a great deal o the harnsssing of steam power
1 the 2arly impetus came Irom the Tornish tin mines
te pump water from ever Increasing depths led to

engine.

as John Taylor said in 1829 thie history of mining is indsed intimately
conunected with that of the steam engine and deep mining could never have
developed but for the bringing to perfection of the steam enzine as a means of
raising water,.

HEvery aspect of the beam engines history is explored in this book and there is
a wealth of old drawrings to eurich the text includirg owme of $Simms compound
engines. This book is cne of the standard works on the subject and to any one
interested 1 would say "dont hesitate go get it".

Fi‘ﬂmﬂ The New hodder. 9n Vi

ans Shaft.



More, Down Below

1If you ever see the 'Hatter', down below,
It doesn't really matter, down below,
We're all a bit past caring,

What headgear folk are wearing.

Ignore his witless chatter, down below.

If you need a Jacques (ousteau, down below,
Then Christopher will go, down below,

He'll dive anywhere you care,

And come up over there,

His helmet's all aglow, down below.

When ascending from the dark, down below,
Oh it disn’'t half a lark, down below,

But one thing that is certain,

Don't follow Richard Burton,

You'll wait there in the dark, down below

We're looking for the way, down below,
From grass to out the bay, down below,
This route's a real exceller,

Try the Mostyn Armgs cellar,

You wouldn't have to pay. down below.

D'yer hear we'll get a winch, down below,
To descend will be a cinch, down below,
Coming up will be the thing,

Upon that steely string,

One day we'll get that winch, down below.

Next when you set a fire, down below,

Before you light the pyre, down below,
Ensure a draught of air,

And set the wood with care, :

Then farm the chalco—pyr', down below.

Tom Kendrick had a place, down below,
He wanted lots more space, down below,
When pulling out some stones,
He found some ancient bones,
But of copper not a trace, down below.

If you want to find a Smith, down below,

It pays to be explith', down below,

Of Jones, we have but one,

Of Lloyds; "were sporting none,

The Smiths, they rule 'Am Byth', down below.

Don Smith, December 1989, London,

Ontario



The Day GOES went to Aldgrley Edee. -

The Great Orme Exploration Society invariably manages to
arrange interesting trips to other mining areas. Whether this
is because of, .or in spite of, the organisers is never clear.
The wvisit to Alderley Edge on Sunday 28th, January was no
exception. The Little Dragon turned up promptly at eight a.m.
and parked opposite the Sndwdon. By eight thirty seventeen
GOUS members clutching a strange collection of plastic bags,
sacks, packazes, lamps, helmets, flasks and other strange and
bizarre paraphernalia were ready to move off. I'he weatier
outlook was far from promising. The whole of Horth ¥ales had
been swept by a blizzard, and the radio announcer was doefully
reciting a catalogue of impassable roads. Those who heard him
mention the conditions over Rhuallt pretended they hadn't, Once
apain we were fortunate to have the services of Dave Willianms
wino piloted the Clogau trip., The weather forecast proved to be
over pessimistic and we made good time towards England.

Franit Jowett kindly provided the travellers with a handout
witich explained that,

"Alderley fidge forms a prominent escarpment of resistant Leupar
sandstone and conglomerates resting on softer Upper Mottled
Sandstone of the Bunter and rises from the Chesire plain
fourteen miles south of Manchester., . o

At least we now had some idea of where we were goling !

Appéréntly Litle Chefs do not serve coach parties, so a
rafreshment stop was made at a wayside caravan snack bar near
Frodsham which operated a hooligan friendly poliey,

Az we motored into Alderley Edge Richard Burton was appointed
official guide but nevertheless we made it to the rendezvous in
plenty of time, Here we met up with members of the Farly Mines
Group and were able to renew old acquaintances.

The morning was spent on a tour of the surface workings led by
David Gale. The Engine Vein provoked great interest and many
comparisons were made with the surface workings at Vivian's
Shaft., From there the party moved on to the Pillar Mine, so
called because it once had a pilllar, since removed, at its
entrance., Here members engaged in some pleasant fossicking
amongst the waste tips and the weather began to show a distinct
improvenent, Our guide explained that. maul stones had been
discoverad ian both these areas and also at Stormy Point,
pointiang to the possibility of prehistoric mining in the area.
To date no mauls had been recovered from tha wunderzround
workings. '



. A break for lunch was taken at a nearby tavern serving

excellent bar food and Boddington's Ales. The mild drinkers im
the party, at the instigation of the Chairmat, seriously
considered forming a, "Surface Only”, branch of GOES and
spending the afternoon there, but were eventually prevailed
upon to continue with the planned programme.

dembers of the Derbyshire Caving Club who control tae workings
at Alderley Edge had kindly arranged to conduct two parties
tarough tne Wood Mine., Compared to our usual grovels, Wood
“ine was subterranean luxury. The workings excavated into the
local sandstone were both spacious and dry. Qur guides, dizel
Dibben and Dave Wagstaff were authorities on  the layout and
history and both possessed the ability to transmit their own
enthusiasm and dedication to the visitors. The workings were
nineteenth century covper mines and a spiral route was taken
down to three levels, Suprisingly no tools had bheen found
during the explorations, The club had undertaken much
clearance and construction work and the immediate impression
was one of hard graft and efficient organisation. On a lighter
note we were told of a folk nigat held in one of tha lavzer
chambers at about eizhty feet below attended by upwards of two
hundred thirsty mine explorers !

After two hours we returned to grass and walked across the
fields, to our Little Dragon. An invitatioa was immediately
extended to our guides to pay a visit to the Orme and after
expressing our appreciation for the trip we embarked oa the
journey hoae.

Initially the coach resembled the lounge at Plas y Dre as the
tired explorers drove the zeds in a snoring cacophony, but
gradually they surfaced and discussed the day. Much interest
was expressed 1in the history of trespass and vandalism
prevalent in the workings during the immediate post war years,
One horrendous tale told of the mine entrance which had been
bricked up following a fatality being blown open with a Mills
grenade, Another mentioned the unfortunate custodian of a
prohibited mine entrance being stoned by angry grockles
incensed that they were being deprived of the right to trespass
in the danger of the old workings., In the late sixties and
early seventies the Derbyshire Caving Club and the mine owners
co~operated to manage the mine entrances which are now strictly
controlled and supervised,

The trip ended as it had began, outside the Snowdoa, A good
time was had by all wasn't it ? ’

For a serious account of the Alderley Edge i#ines why not
read,"The Alderley Edge Mines", by Chris J. Carlon, published
by John Sherratt and Sons, Altringham. 1979,

Tom Parry, January 90.



iithat it became'thﬁ retreat of - mdny

On the Great Orme there are any strah ‘aﬁj mysterlous plaﬂ es,
but none more extraordinary tnan ﬂgof Llacn On a wlndswept wave .-
‘lashed liméstone pavement below' the lighthouse there exists a
natural cave linel with Fforwmal ashlar masonry, a semicircular

bencn and, the remains of a round stone table mounted on a
stone Pv(u“ tal, W#ho constructed this stranﬁe edifice Wy was
it built, when was it built? Over the yaars ﬂaﬂy writers

have dt%_u ted to furnish the answers, but the mystery remaias.

One of the more compreasnsive accounts was written by the
Reveraend Owen Joaes,

-~

dortiera side  of  Pen Gogzarth, alﬁ

Ja  the gt under the
lightaouse, there is a sort of cave, called "0g0f Llech by the
nativeas, Its snape is a nalf ogtazoan, and at the entrance
tnere are two colunas of masonry, one ca sach gide of the
opening. Che bact 0of the cave and the hanches are of siailar
construction., Some y2arg agzo there was a carverd stoae tabla in
tine midile, but now oaly the paedestal remains. Af the side of
£ o thece was also a stone watesicougn constantly
filled wi 2@ opurest suestast 73thr, wiicn o convayad Lo
it alonz a chnanel itazanuously carved im the rociy ke sane
water Cilled a basin  skilfully ca:ved in tne rock bealow the
cave. Tais cave or "cell™, measured about six foot six inches

across botir ways and about ten heet in height. The water trough
entioned above measured about sixtesn inchas internally and
about tweaty two Lapnes externally, with : _AOJtn of. about elgnt
or . mine ipches, but this ‘has been” stolén_fron here nce many
years,  Sowe consider this to ‘have been tbhe old: prlmltlve cell
TfoE Salnt Fuﬂno, WJern'hﬂ ret:eated to 'comnunldn 7it '
‘quiet - ,Jso?atlon prior bul}dlnp tne\, hurch
:nouwta1n31de ‘as a  housa of pLayﬂr : P
~consider:it to. have been 4. sort of
rancestors of <tha’ old Mbstyn fanlly, &
refreshmeént when hunting oo o the nounualn.;g Pernaps
“theories are cor:ect, that thls was the retreat of Saint Euduo_
coriginally, .1um that the nollness, wnlch in the Dark Ages wag
considered sto-affect 'such place ve it SOWe-dIStlnutJOU
: : rellglous ‘hermits for: ages
“&after his tlnc”fg'lnd that the old" noblflty of ”1oddaeta made
- ita soct of summer house: which they ozcasionally visited,”
Carofu% inspection of the rock faca above, ”anf Llech'will:
~reveal the foras ‘of an Owl,” "a Swan,  and a ¥an's face carved
1m'tne rocik but the constant: ]dsalnﬁfof ‘the wave drlven_ay:
the winds has made Lhaa unclear at lees.f.lne:- Ubed'to he a. i,
safe path doun from the mountain to the cava, but its edges”
fave baen ravaged by the storams , and it is now too dans rerous -
Lo veanture this way, and those who wish to ses the old call

£

must  now hire a bo toto convey thea Lacre fr01 Llanﬂuduo,

(Translated From, (ym,L, yn Ianebydqol qutnecv. L ra
Bwygraffyddol’, b/ the Reverend Owen Jones, 1575. )
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%aﬂy Writers refar to ths dangerous natuce of ‘tha pata or
maintain that it uo loazer exists. Thea! majority of membars of
the Llandudno Field Clu3 on a visit in 1905 declined to visit
the actual cave site, '
“After tea the party procasdad to tae fonk's Cave, by way of
Lha nacre i nath Lizathouse, but only two of
tihen : i rewital danzerous buttress of
rac’t 2 0ns2 can reacn the cave
> cave yith a stonﬁ saating,
in the Suide Jooks. e
1Az, and a0y oaly an
Sk} 1inejljt vi ulnl*/

i
2 houlders of all 31;35

1u=nL1 y of water auu
at o at sosns tize {a th nhura
Landslin, v1lc1 will alasst

iatavestiog cava,

"y rr ol

fae path alonz the ; : a constant state of
caange, lacge ovachanziag b larly £all oato, or
slide frvowm under Hu i coastantly wvisible
poised ahove featdy to i als state affairs led ona of
LidJLuluo s leading citizens, tie Reverend Spinther James, at
the conclusion of an artizle to appeal to Lord 1ostyn,

" .o and ”thu"”PlaCﬂ is well 'worth”;v351t1nw." Rut - th

approacin by elthsr land oc séa is difficult anpd dangerous. i

is, iu fact, proaibitivas and therefore it deprives visitors o

the pleasur' of  viewing the mostilnLerestlng;_ elics i

=

Llandudne,
I wish most respectfully to call Lord I tyn s aLt ntlon ko
this mattar; assuring his Lordship that a safe access to Ogo
Llech would be an iamprovesent apore 1ntﬂd by thousands,

SUIHPH 3.

(Llandudno Advertiser. Oct. 14ta, 1913".)

His Lordship fortunataly igunored this appeal and 0z0f Llech
casiains to this day one of the Oras's secret o]ac as, It is
interesting to sseculatz for how ]on it will be . Iu
1995 it Was  considared that a,’ Odhlﬂotd cle ldnch}.ﬁ wvould

goon obliterate 1t, dill 4t survive bhe ninsties

Tom Pacey. Januacy 1990,




CARAUSTUS, EMPEROR OF BRITAIN

In 1907 a hoaﬁg of about 700 Roman coing was discovered in the
Craigside area”. The find was not intact having been disturbed by
workmen and parts of the hoard identified on the Mostyn Broadway
where excavated material had been dumped. Some of the coins were
probably never recovered by the Coroner’s officer for the treasure
trove inguest, others way have been lost in the dirt and more may
remain in Craigside where the remains of a metal casket were found.

Dr Willoughby Gardner described the find2 and relayed details to
the Numismatic Department of the British Museum. The coins were
third brass, antoniniani, and all from the reign of the Emperor
Carausius which was somewhat unusual. In addition, this is still
the largest recorded hoard of coins relating to Carausius.

Who was Carausius? Well, he wasn’t just another Emperor of Rome,
in fact, he was Emperor of Britain between 286 and 293 AD. He was
of humble birth, a Menapian, and had sexrved as a ships pilot prior
to military service. He had distinguished himself in the wars
against the Begaudae under the command of Valerius Maximianus and
had been given a naval command in Boulogne, or Gessoriacum as the
Romans knew it.

His task was to defend the neighbouring seas against pirates which
he did, but only after they had done their raiding and were on
their way home, loaded down to the gunnels with swag. Rather than
return the goods to their rightful owners he had pocketed the lot,
which did not impress Valerius Maximianus when he heard about it.
Well perhaps it did impress him, but not favourably, because he
ordered his arrest and execution.

Carausius got wind of his impending fate and embarked for Britain
with his fleet, sailing down channel and north up the Irish Sea.
He landed and held talks with the Scots and Picts with whom he came
to a deal, their cooperation in exchange for some territorial
advantage. Thus reinforced, he went inland and met the army of the
Roman Governor of Britain, Quintus Bassinianus, in the York area,
and defeated the army killing the governor. —

Britain was his. He marched to London and won over the remaining
Roman forces in the country. Knowing the Roman Empire would not
take this affront laying down, he prepared by building a Navy and
crewed it with barbarian soldiers, whom he retrained as
marines/sailors. He also made contact with Gallic merchants and
the barbarians living in the lower Rhine area.

Valerius Maximianus, already Caesar and Filius Augusti (son of

1 Mattingly, in ‘Roman Imperial Coinage’ (British Museum),
credits this find with 550 coins.

Zrnrchaeologia Cambrensis 1908;116-118



Augustus), was elevated to Augustus and sent to restore the status
quo in Britain, but failed when Carausius, now a self proclaimed
Augustus and therefore an equal, destroyed the fleet.

At least for the time being, Rome accepted the situation and came
to terms with Marcus Aurelius Mausaeus Carausius, to give him his
full title. He would remain in control of Britain and the north
Gaul coast.

Carausius seems to have been even handed in his dealings with his
new allies. He set up three mints in territories in his dominion,
one at London, another in Colchester and a third in Rouen which
seems to have produced the best coin. Silver and gold was in short
supply during his rule so most of the coins are brass, either
minted denovo or restruck. The majority of the Llandudno coins
appear to have cope from the London mint, a few from Colchester and
none from Rouen,

All was going well until about 293 when the Roman Emperor,
Diocletian, became more worried about the barbarians on their Rhine
flank, on friendly terms with a highly competent hostile Roman
officer, They prepared to invade and depose Carausius.

However, before they could act, &Allectus, Carausius’s finance
minister, murdered his superior to cover up his crimes; perhaps he
had had his hand in the purse, we don’t know. He was not only a
poor military commander, he seems to have been 'rather beastly’ to
the locals and got his just desserts when the Roman invasion force
under  Flavius Valerius Constantinus, Caesar, landed near
Southampton in 296. He was defeated and killed, thus ending ten
years of independence from the Roman Empire.

On reoccupation, the Romans went about removing all traces of the
British Emperors and removed as much coin as possible from
circulation for reminting. The London mint, however, does seem to
have remained in operation for some years afterwards.

I think we can be fairly certain that at least one of Carausius’s
Lieutenants, military or commercial, was in the LLandudno area
between the years 286 and 293. Since trade with the Roman Empire
was limited at this time, sources of metal would have been scarce.

It is, therefore, highly likely that these men were engaged in the
trade of copper with the local people. However, without some
positive proof, such as suitable coins, skeletal remains and other
artifacts, found in context, in or around the mines, we shall never
know.

Don Smith, London, ONT, 14.11.89

:&attingly H, in ’Roman Imperial Coinage’ (British Museum),
pp 448-453.
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The Penmorfa Patrol.

The following account draws on extensive and lengthy interviews in
the King’s Head with esteemed and now ‘senior members of the
society. It briefly documents but one trip in a long saga,
previously sustained in local folklore by verbal tradition.

* * *

Fortified by brimming mugs of "steaming tea, the patrol sallied
forth from Tyn y Coed road.. The transport was left a discrete
distance away and the final approach, 20 yards, to the infiltration
point was made on foot. It was a risky business, the natives might
spot you, but there was no alternative; Marcus’'s jeep just wouldn’t
fit into the adit and Bob was playing elsewhere with the ILB. We
joined forces with the advance party, waiting concealed in the
bushes, and plunged into the darkness.

Have you ever had the feeling someone, or something, was watching
you as you wended your way underground? We certainly did. We
followed faint sighs, splashes and distant sounds of falling loose,
ever upward, ever northward, passing tramming levels, winzes and
through stopes entirely new to us, and not seen since. Up and down
we scrambled, crossing and recrossing our trail. On and on we
pursued our quarry, whatever it was, for we never guite caught
sight of it, but whither it went we followed.

We could not have been far from the north cliffs when we followed
fresh spore into a gentle incline leading north. It opened into
the auditorium of a miniature subterranean amphitheatre, fashioned
from an old stope. Astounded, we began to take it all in and had
started to take one of those multiple flash pictures we used to do
when, from the far passage, came an extra body to our party.

"OK folks, lights out please, don’t move," said our photographer.
But someone did move. Qur new companion sauntered across the
chamber, whistling quietly to himself; the little flickering puddle
of light from his cap-candle was the problem. Dressed in the style
of a 19th century miner with a well weathered face he watched us
with interest. We said hello, and asked if he would stand still,
but he didn’t seem to take much notice and could not be drawn into
conversation,

We gave up and were about to move off, north, following the same
passage, but stopped. The way ahead was barred by our companion,
standing at the entrance of the passage, with his hand raised, and
then finally he spoke.

What did the Knocker say, you ask? "HALT! Huw GOES there?!"
...... Well, we think that’s what he said.

Don Smith, London, Ont. November 1989.



Where Seagulls Dare

The north escarpment of the Great Orme bears little evidence of
mine trials seen so frequently elsewhere. There are exceptions of
course, eg, Badger’s cave and related works, Pigeons cave, Porth
y Helig and a level in the cliff above the lighthouse.

The seaward slopes have been eroded more than other areas causing
loss of previously eroded material at the base of the cliff and
erosion of rock., The contours therefore may have changed since the
bronze age and evidence that might be available to the keen eye on
the summit may have been washed away. Indeed, in recent years part
of Llech has been carried away by the raging foaming brine.

In years past the North Wales Caving Club were active in this area
and made several surveys around the Great Orme which were reported
in their journal by Mervyn Davies; Andy has copies should you be
interested in reading them. Little of dramatic import was
discovered, however, their survey was far from comprehensive.

There are several accounts from history and folk lore that suggest
there may be access, or may have been access, through the north
cliffs into or through the Great Orme. In one famous murder/suicide
of the last century where a mother threw her children and then
herself over the cliffs by the lighthouse, the son survived having
slid down a grassy bank into a cavity from which he crawled to
safety. This was later investigated by a police officer, who, not
being quite the same size or shape, couldn’t gain access. Being a
limestone area this may have been a dry water course and not man
made at all, but who knows? Perhaps more well known are the
accounts of passage through the Great Orme by Colonel Mostyn and
more recently by Huw Tudno.

Artefacts have been found in the Pigeons cave area. Gold earrings
and a bronze palstave were found here underneath a rock by children
in the last century. There is ample evidence of habitation at the
top of these cliffs consisting of enclosures, hut circles and stone
avenues. None of these have been addressed adequately by
professional or amateur bodies, indeed some have very recently been
abused, by a J.C.B.

The north escarpment remains comparatively inaccessible and
requires special skills to tackle it safely and adequately, eg,
SRT, survey from seaward or the air. In addition, there are few
immediate clues to gratify the investigator. There are higher
priorities, nevertheless, I believe we should not ignore this area,
but keep an open mind to the possibility that there is more to this
area than we now know.

Don Smith, London, Ontario,17/09/89



LITTLE HOLES FOR LITTLE PEOPLE

PART- I -~ CORKSCRYY CAVE, GREAT ORME,

One of the great delights of our area is that it is full
of 1ittle holes., In no way so dramatic, of course, as the enormous
wnderground workings on the Great Orme thaf have hit the headlines
recently, but nonetheless intriguing, and in some cases productive of
nice surprises, And therefore worth recording before they are forgotten
- or filled in by some conscientious Clerk of ¥Works in the name of Progress.

So, in the next few Newsletiters/Journals, I propose to try and
describe some of the more dwramatic, or hilarious, oxr disgusting, of these
"little holes"™ — discoversd in most cases by the Trogs of St. David's
College (hence the "Little Peovle" in the title of this article) who
usually led the way, with shxill ories of triwsph and much wallewing in
deep mud, while I panted and perspired in their wake,

Mirst in my list comes "Corlscrew Cave™ — a2 small astural cave
with two enirances about 17 metres apart, on the South-~facing slope of
the Great Orme about 100 metres South East of the corner between Anglesey
Road and Tyn-y-Coed Road (See Map 1) - lap Ref. SH 773824, — and not to be
confused with "3edding-Plane Cave", slightly higher up and 100 metres or so
further West.

ZJoth entrmces of “"Jorkscrew™ are just below the crest of the
steep slope above Invalid's Walk, and tucked away at the foot of 2 little
¢liff, so they cannot be seen from above, Hor can they be seen from
below, as both are a2t the back of 1ittle natural platforms. So it was by
pure chance that we found them in November, 1977. I say "found them'",

but of course they must have been "found"™ many times before, judging by
the rubbish (some of it modemn) in both entrances,

Map 2 shows the main features of the cave. I think there can
be no doubt that it is a cave rafther than z mine: there is no sign of
mineralisation (that I could identify) throusghout its length, nor amy drill
holes or pick marks. &lso, apart from the S5-metre long chamber at the
Western entrance, the passage when we first entered it was too narrow for
wielding anything bigger than a trowel. However, as we dug slowly dowm
into the flooxr - which consisted of packed earth, not clay, — we found the
rock walls tended to slope away from the centre of the passage, which
thus increased in width from less than 50 cms. to as much as 1.5 metres.
On the other hand, the rock surfaces within the cave are surprisingly
rough, with none of the smoothing or fluting by water action that ome
expects to find in a natural cave - but I suppose such features could have
been destroyed by frost action long ago, particularly in view of the
cave's height above sea level (about 100 metres).

Of much greater interest are the finds of human bone, as shown on
Han 2. All of these were seen and identified by Mel Davies on various
dates between 1977 and 1985, and then taken by me with some misgivings to

Llandudno Police Station. I got some funny looks there when I told the
Duty Constable - “Er, excuse me, but I've found some humen bones™, but

about. a fortnight later a cheerful Detective Sergeant brought them back

to me at 3%, David's College, saying "You don't need to worry, Sir, - our
Laboratoxry at Menai tells us that they are all at least a thousand years
0ld.™ So they are probably prehistoric, as burials in caves were

apparently common then (ask Tom Stone for details - he has excavated several),
and to be on the sale side I also revorted the details to the Council for-
British Archaeology, who published a brief swumary in *Archaeclogy in

Wales™, No.19 (1979).

Huch to our disapvointment, we found absolutely no trace of

13 prehistoric artefacts../OViR



MAP 1| - LOCATION OF CORKSCREW CAVE.
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LITTLE HOLES FOR LITTLE PLOPLE - SRCEE

‘prehistoric artefacts, though we carefully sieved every bucketful
of earth as it: was brought out - no pottery, no flint implements (but two
small flakes of Chert, {though these showed mo sign of secondary flaking
and could have been natural), no Bronge, and - sadly — no Gold. From
Hap 2 it is easy to see that most of thé human bones were found in quite
a small area in the Vestern half of the cave — but scattered haphazardly
through the soil, in company with many bones of small animals such as
rabbits snd rodents, Another oddity is that the bonmes that we have
found come from widely separated parts of the skeleton =~ for examnle, the
lietatarsal and the Calcaneum are both from the foot, while the Ketacarpal
is from the hand and the Zygomatic is part of the front of the skull.
All this makes me believe that there was a prehistoric human burial,
probably just Forth of the wide chamber at the Western entrance but a zood
deal deeper than we have dug so far; and that the bone fragments that we
have found to date have been detached from the skeleton and brought o the
surface by the burrevdings of small animals, It is significamt that all the
time that we were digsing, it was through the same sort of dark brom
cave earth, and there was no sign of a stalagmite floor - such as the one
that Tom Stone and Mel Davies found at the Pant—~y-Tenol Cave between the
Little Orme and Nant-y—-Gamar, There the stalagmite floor was over 20 cms.
thick, and all the Feolithic finds were bemeath it, So it seems as though
e would need to dig a good deal deener in Corkscrew Cave to get to the
Feolithic levels, - though not so desp for the Bronze or Iron Age ones,

I still think it is worth digging further: it is an ideal place

Tor an early occupation site — even earlier than Heolithic, maybe - as it
faces South and would be nicely warmed by the morning sun, Also it is a
splendid ~ and quite well concealed - vantage point for swotiing herds of
wild game - "meat on the hoof™ — browsing on the flat plains now occupied
by Llandudno. This would surely have been dry land at certain times

after the last Ice Age, vhen the rising sea level (caused by the worldwide
melting of the glaciers) had not caught up with the rise of the land once
it was relieved of the weight of the ice,

But whoever digs it will not find it an easy option - once
inside the cave it is very cramped, and proper scientific excavation
becomes difficult when you have to lie full-length on your stomach and
only able to move one am. The photograph below, +taken from just inside
the Vest: entrance and looking North into the narrow vart, gives some ides
(the decorated ruler is 30 cms. lomg) - it gets much tighter further in !

e e




LITTLE HOLES FOR LITULE PROPLE C— Page 3,

Finally, and most important, "Corkscrew Cave ® is now officially
"Scheduled™ as a prehistoric site. This meang that no~one -~ not even gz
member of our Society ~ is allowed to dig in it without the written
pernission of the appropriate authorities - in this case the Great Orme
Country Park and Abercomwy Council, for a start. They are not being
spoil—-sports: any archaeological dig is a scientific experiment that can
never be repeated, =nd it is unfortunately only too easy for a digger
without: proper training and exverience to dig right through some priceless
bit of evidence in the so0il, without realising that it is there, so it is
lost for ever, Mnd as the science of Archaeclogy develovs, more and more
knowledge can be extracted from ever tinier scraps of evidence.

Give the experts a chance, and they may be able to tell us
not. only whether our buried friend was a He or a She, but also how old
He/She was, and also, possibly, whether He/She would have been a suitable
candidate for Associate Nembership!

¢.C.D.
7/1/90
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Installation of fixed ladder, Vivians Shaft

A 40 foot steel ladder has now been fitted within Vivians shaft
from the grating to the concrete platform. This was installed
over a two day period during the Christmas holiday, involving
many society members. The ladder was donated by society member
Tony Davies, manager of A.R.C. Bricks, Llandulas, tc whom the we
are all greatly indebted. This improved access will make the
procedure of visiting the associated working a far simpler and
safer exercise, and will provide the opportunity for those people
who are not at home on the usual electron ladder to visit this
unique site more often.

Firesetting

During a wet and windy weekend in October 1989 a firesetting
trial was conducted within a small nineteenth century surface
trial near to Hwlfa'r Ceirw, overlooking the Marine drive.
Eventhough the weather conditions were poor the experiment went
ahead, being well attended over the two days. The aim was to
investigate the process of firesetting and try to recreate the
conditions, in order to answer just some of the questions Bronze
Age man had tc ceontend with using this meost ancient method of
rock fracturing. Approximately 1 tonne of timber was taken to the
site using two sledges consisting of old car bonnets courtesy of
Alex Harding.In all three fire's were 1lit, two of wood, and a
third of charcoal and timber situated within a small recess at
the back of the open cut. A combination of stone hammers
collected from Penmaenmawr beach and a deer antler were used to
work the heat affected fractured rock surfaces. Surprisingly the
results appeared to be more successful than anyone had imagined,
even those sceptics amongst the group were now convinced the
process was effective!

In brief the exercise concluded that the at least an equal mass of
rock could be removed through the burning of an egual amount of
timber. At best a ratio of 1 unit of wood to 3 units removed rock
was achieved, indicating the method could be improved upon. With
further thought and trial it is likely continued advancements can
be attained. A full report on the complete experiment will be
published in a later issue of the newsletter.
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THE GOES~BUSTERS ARE MERE !

The GOES~BUSTERS are here in Llandudno. and recently visited the
01d Mine in search of Knockers. Their famous team of four arrived
at Vivian’s Shaft car park in their distinctive vehicle just in
time for a trip into the mine during the Christmas break.

We were delighted to see them but had to insist they leave their
traps in the vehicle le st one or more of our Knockers went
missing. They were expecting manifestations, slimings and other
weard phenomena, guite unknown among l9th century Knockers, and
came prapared. As expected, their instruments failed to register
anything upusual, but they promised to return should we report
anvthing new,



ARE YOU QUALIFIED IN THE ART OF 'COURSE GROVELLING'?

Try your hand at this quiz. Failure to cheat, confer and drink beer
during the examination will render your paper void and result in
instant and permanent ejection from the King’s Head examination
hall. Answer one option from the MCQs; any or all options may be
correct, some more so than others.

1 Do you charge your lamp for every trip?

2 Have you ever bought any'equipment new?

3 Underground, do you wear overalls bummed from work?
4 Do you meet in the pub?

a: before you go underground

b: after you go underground

c: before and after you go underground
d: instead of going underground

5 Your favourite excuse for avoiding work underground is
a: Lummy, is that the time? I must rush.
b: Fred has my gear.
c: Uuummmm, Uurgh,......
d: I've been invited to Austria by the
university that week.

6 Do you believe in knockers?

7 Is there a silent P in wading?

8 SRT is a: Single rope technique
b: Don’t know, but I hope there’s a cure
for it. -

9 When taking a photograph underground do you,

a: make sure you're always in it

b: use a Dixon’'s Instamatic

c: use a tripod, a Bronica and yards of
film

10 What is the longest pitch you ever laddered?
a: 5 feet
b: 50 feet
c: 100 feet
d: more than 100 feet
e: Bo Derek’s stockings

11 Cave pearls are a: animal
b: vegetable
c: mineral
d: best told and re-told in the pub
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Do you enjoy wearing black rubber in the adit?

13 A figure~of-eight a: reminds you of Dolly Parton
b: is useful on ropes
14 When lost underground do you
' a: blame the compass
b: mutter incoherently
¢: blame the knockers for moving things
d: wish you had a Mars bar
15 The ‘North West Passage’
a: 1s between the North-Western and Asda
b: isn’t north-west
c: started a gold rush
16 If rescued underground you would
a: ask the team to return when you had
broken the Guiness record
b: finish your last Mars bar
c: tell them to get a move on for last
orders!
17 Your ideal grovelling companion would be
a: Bo Derek
b: Andy Lewis
c: Joe Brown
18 You are knot competent at
a: Double carrick bend Y or N
b: Matthew Walker knot Y or N
c: Bird’s nest Y or N
d: Double bowline on a bight Y or N
15 Have you cancelled a trip because
a: Wales were playing England at the
Arms Park
b: an appalling weather forecast
c: your mate couldn’t go
20 Your rope a: is hemp, new in 1948
b: does double duty as an anchor rope
c: what rope?
d: came from Caving Supplies
See page for the answers.
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ANSWERS

1 Yes; 1 No; 5

2 Yes; Are you a member of this club? I No; 5

3 Yes; 5 No; You must be a yuppie, 1

4 as 5 b: 1 c: 10 " d: Do you drink more than

you’re doctor? 2 .

5 a:r 1 b: Who else would lend gear 5 C: You must do

better than that -5 d: You must be a ’'fine groveller’ 1

6 Yes; 5 No; -5 ;

7 Yes: 5 No; Liar -5

8 a: 1 b: 5

.9 a: 10 b: 5 c:1

10 a: 10 b: 5 c: 2 d: 1 e: Liar 10

11 a: 0 b: 0 c: 1 d: Get practising 5

12 Yes; 5 No; Liar 0

13 a: 5 b: 1

14 a: 1 b: 1 c: 5 d: 5

15 a: 5 b: I know, cos I was there 5 c: 1

16 a: You must be joking 1 b: 2 c: 5

17 a: 5 b: Who’s he? 1 c: 1

18 abd Y: 1 N: 5 Cc: ¥:5 N:1

19 a: 5 b: 1 c: 1

20 a: Even course grovellers aren’t that crazy 0 b: 5
ce 5 d: 1

If you scored:

115 May your God go with you

114-80 Welcome to the club

79-60 I'm sure we can save you

59-30 Never mind, try again next year

29- Have you thought of joining another,

more serious, club?

This paper was set by Professor C. King-Tenure, to whom all queries
should be addressed at, The University of Wokabowt, Wallabrawanga
Station, Box 157, New South Wales.

A full correspondence course in ‘Course Grovelling’, with a
complementary copy of the recently published book ‘The Art of
Course Grovelling’ by Kal Site, is available from the University,
discounted to £5 if the order is accompanied by proof of current
GOES membership or 50 Fosters lager ring-pulls.
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THE LLANDUDNO WELLS AND SPRINGS

Starting in this issue is a series of articles on the wells and
springs of the Great Orme and the immediate district written
early this century by Mr. John Roberts, Bryn Celyn. We begin with
Ffynnon Galchog which seems rather appropriate in view of the
active interest there now is regarding the study of early mining,
not only on the Orme but at many other sites including Cwmystwyth
and Nantyeira in mid Wales, Parys Mountain, Alderly Edge and
various sites in south west Ireland notably Mount Gabriel.
Could this well have been used for ore washing in the early—mid
Bronze Age? There certainly appears to be more of an argument for
this case as opposed to the usual "Roman" interpretation, so read
on.

Ffynnon Galchog (Limey Well)

This well is found on the flat ground below Pen-y-mynydd farm to
the north east; the water of this well was considered very good,
and it was a great favourite among the old villagers, who thought
the water was excellent for young children: indeed this water has
been carried away in bottles away to other places, believing it
was beneficial and helped to develop good teeth and strong bones
in children. There is no doubt that this well was used by the
Romans as a copper washing place. The Llandudno copper miners
carried the water near to the mouth of their shafts in order to
wash the copper ore, but the Roman way seems to have bheen to
carry the ores to the well to be washed. On the flat ground near
this well many years ago scores of tons of copper slime was
carted down the Orme and shipped to the smelting works. This
slime was the washings of the copper which was let to run on the
surface of the mountain, and being left for a period was formed
into a semi-hard material. Distinct traces of this vyellow
material can be seen unto this day. This well was never known to
go dry even on occasion of great droughts.

There is an old story connected with the well. A maiden and her
brother from the village went to Ffynnon Galchog for water - it
was winter - and in the twilight of the evening . they had filled
their cans and were retracing their steps home again. all at once
they both observed what they believed to be a man coming to meet
them; he was dressed in the garb of a gentleman of those days:
grey breeches, swallow-tail coat, high collar, red waistcoat,
high blutcher boots with red tops. They both stared for =zome
time, when suddenly he commenced to whirl around; he then took
the form of a pack of hay, it whirled and rolled until at last it
rolled over the Orme into the sea. Some time after a great fish
was caught in the bay and a roll of hay found inside. Tt was
believed that it was the same pack of hay that was seen rolling
down the Orme from Ffynnon Galchog.
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