









































I soon encountered a thin metal pipe lying at the foot of a
side passage. It led to a stunning square cut shaft, some 20ft
high. Around the top of the shaft were some timbers but |
was unable to determine if any tunnels led off. The main
passage ran another 10m southwards before coming to an
abrupt end.

I went back, keen to inform the team of my discoveries,
roughly measuring as | travelled and noticing the occasional
flakes of green paint for the first time.  The others were
anxious to take a look. Gaz climbed up the waterfall to join
me. At this point we decided that a rope might be advisable,
if only to get down safely. Brian was dispatched to collect

one together with the length of scaffolding.

In the meanwhile, Gaz went off with my ice axe intending
to improve the foot placements on the traverse whiist [ tidied
the edge of loose rubble. Gaz retuned to announce that
there was nothing but sioping rock beneath the top layer
of grot. Bolting would be required to safeguard things. The
scaffolding pole was eventually jammed across an alcove
above the fall and the rope secured. Gaz and | descended.
We made our way out of Romans pleased with our new area
and determined to return soon with a drill and more rope.

A familiar story:

That evening | referred to Andy Lewis’ thesis. The new area
definitely wasn’t on any survey, but a location 15 was
labelled and had the following description:

“Routes here link in with other south and south-east trending
mineral veins. Many are at a higher elevation than the main
level from ‘Wagon Cate; and eventually link through a
passageway with a collapsed mudstone roof to a shaftway
rising to about 8m. These upper workings are predominantly
recent and contain lengths of pumping pipe, two clay pipes
and unusual initials of the miners written in candle soot on
the ceiling of the working. Investigation within this little visited
area may prove worthwhile for identifying new evidence for
early activity, although a certain amount of clearance will be
necessary to provide a safe route for access.”

Less frequented places do get rediscovered from time to time
and our ‘new level’ was just such an example. Worse was to
follow. Dave Flowers replied to an e-mail | sent him about
our exploits. It was to provide me with an answer as to what
the slivers of green paint had been:

“Seem to recall the waterfall area. Calcited wall of deads. Tony
Davies, Ali and | dragged the green ladder from the wagon
gate area there and went up the shaft. We put the ladder on
some kind of ledge or shelf. It was a bit short and | had a real
struggle getting back on it to descend. Very interesting area
at the top. Think there’s meant to be a miner’s name written
in candle soot, but we never saw it. Think there are a few bits
and bobs left up there as well. Definitely didn’t go down the
chasm!!”

. 1 e-mailed Andy, who fives in Galena, ltiinois
- USA, to ask him about his exploration of the
- area. | was especially interested in the 8m
- shaft and the chasm:

- “We free climbed the shaft from what |
- remember, may have used a rope to bring
- up the others. That’s where we saw the candle
| soot names and initials. One of them ‘E Jones”
| was really obvious so it became known as the
| E Jones workings. | also remember being able
| to hear the trams above us, so | presume the
| shaft extended to surface. From what | recall
| it was run-in. We only visited the area once so
W rever got down the chasm.”

| Smoke writing
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